
 
Background on the Gospel Reading: 

 

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke), after Jesus’ 

baptism by John, Jesus is reported to have gone to the desert to fast and pray for 40 

days. In each case, while in the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 

Matthew and Luke give more detail than Mark does, but each one tells how the 

devil tempts Jesus in the desert. In Matthew, as in Luke, the devil presents three 

temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus to use his power to appease his 

hunger; he tempts Jesus to put God’s promise of protection to the test; and he 

offers Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship the devil. In 

each case, Jesus resists the temptation, rebuking the devil with words from 

Scripture. 

The account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert is filled with allusions and parallels 

to the Old Testament, including the story of the people of Israel. The Israelites 

spent 40 years wandering in the desert in Exodus, for example, and Jesus spends 

40 days in the desert. As the Israelites were tempted during the Exodus, so too is 

Jesus tempted. 

Each temptation offers insight into both God and the human condition. Jesus’ 

rejection of the temptations shows that he will not put God to the test. Grounding 

himself on the word and authority of Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil, confident 

in God’s protection and faithfulness. 

As we start our journey through Lent, our Sunday readings call us to adopt the 

same confidence that Jesus had in the face of temptation: God’s word alone will 

suffice; God’s promise of protection can be trusted; God alone is God. 

(Loyola Press) 

 

PARISH WEEKLY MASSES 
Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am. (Unless there is a Funeral scheduled).  

Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am. Adoration: Saturdays 8 - 11.30am. 
Extra adoration in Patrickswell Church from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on the 
following evenings Tuesday 28th Feb. & 7th/14th/ 21st/28th of March. 

Ballybrown: Weekdays at 10.30am. (Unless there is a Funeral scheduled).  
Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am.  

Churches open daily from 11 to 4.30pm. 

Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or 

with Maria for Patrickswell.  
Please note change to Baptismal times from March 1st. 
Patrickswell: Saturdays at 2pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
Ballybrown: Saturdays at 3pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
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A Prayer for Syria and Turkey    
All our hearts are going out to the people of Syria and Turkey.    

May the people of these lands have the courage and strength to live each 
day.   

May they have all the supports, aid, love and compassion needed.    
Syria is suffering so much pain and turmoil from war and conflict.   

May leaders open all borders so that all resources can get through.   
May generosity and God’s blessings bring strength and hope to everyone 

who has been affected    
May minds and hearts be moved to remember loved ones who have died, 

those who are injured and missing,   
We hold them all in our hearts this day, Amen.  

 

A Lenten Pastoral Message from Bishop Brendan Leahy 
Lent has three pillars – prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  I would like to 
invite you to focus this year in particular on prayer.  The coming weeks 
could be a time to work a little on improving our personal and family 
prayer as well as prayer at school. 
Prayer is so much needed, especially prayer for peace in our world. 
A first obvious way is to make sure we say, even if briefly, our morning 
and evening prayers.  They might only take a moment but if they become 
a daily routine then they become part of who we are.  These prayers can 
be the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father well said from 
our heart. 
 
Limerick Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2023  
Limerick Diocese are excited to announce the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage is back 
for 2023! Join us on the 2023 pilgrimage and travel with other young people from 
the Diocese of Limerick for this life-changing pilgrimage to France! 5 nights/6 
days ú780.00 

-  22-27 June 2023 from Ages 16+.       -  Vatican/Astoria Hotel ï full board. 

-  All flights and travel costs included. 
Individual bookings will be completed through an online application process.  To 
Register or get more information about this incredible opportunity 
contact Karen at the Diocese of Limerick on 061 350000 or 
email lourdesyouthpilgrimage@limerickdiocese.org 
 

Youth 2000 Limerick Calling all young adults ages 16 – 35! Youth 2000 is 
a weekly prayer meeting and social hour Mondays @ 7.30pm with 
Adoration, Reflections & Music, followed by a cup of tea & chat and we 
want you to attend!  Dates for next meetings shown below:- 
St. Saviours Dominican Church Limerick: February 27th 
Our Lady Help of Christians Church, Univ. of Limerick:  March 6th 
For more info contact Áine on 087 350 1240. 

TRÓCAIRE BOXES are available at the back of the Church. 
In these difficult times we invite and encourage you to 
collect one for your home & during the season of Lent.  
You are invited to read about Nasteha’s Family and how 
Trócaire is supporting them. 

Trócaire 2023 Lenten Talks Online:  Tr·caireôs series of Online Talks 
during Lent continue on Tuesday Feb 28th , being offered twice at either 
2.30pm or 7.30pm and last for an hour.  For more information contact 
Niamh at niamh.morris@trocaire.org  To book your place go 
to https://forms.gle/ZrEDmrhGEAmT9uUH7 

Tuesday, 28 Feb - Trócaire Lent Workshop   
Learn more about Somalia and how Trócaire is working with local partners 
to provide essential humanitarian assistance and build a better future  
Tuesday, 7 March - Trócaire Lent Lecture  
How can Catholic Social Teaching help us to navigate fragility and lead us 
to local power and global justice in times of unprecedented crises?  
Tuesday, March 14th- Trócaire Lent Workshop   
Marking 50 years of Trócaire ï hear from voices past and present about 
the impact Trócaire has made around the globe. 
 

Lenten Talks:  Fr. Joe Hayes S.J. will give a series of 
weekly Lenten talks to help us reflect on ñHow we can 
help celebrate and renew our Catholic Faithò. 

When: Tuesday 28th February to Tuesday 4th April 
Time: 7.30pm to 9.00pm  
Venue: Holy Rosary Parish Hall, Ennis Road, 
Limerick.   All are welcome to attend! 

 

Monthly Pro-Life Mass ï St. Saviourôs Church Limerick 
Every first Thursday of the month.  Rosary at 7pm, Mass at 7.30pm.  
Entrance by the glass doors opposite Costelloes. 

 

Offertory Collection Last Weekend - ϵ1559.40 
 Thank you.  

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454 Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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