
 

First Reading 

1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13a 

Samuel is sent to anoint David as 

king. 

Second Reading 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

The Ephesians are told to live as 

children of light. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 23:1-6 

The Lord is our shepherd. 

Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41 (shorter 

form: John 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38) 

Jesus heals the man born blind and 

reveals himself to him as the Son of 

Man. 

 

Background on the Gospel 
As we did last week, we are reading today from the Gospel of John. In 

today’s Gospel, the healing of the man born blind invites us to focus on the 

physical and spiritual aspects of sight and light. In the first part of today’s 

Gospel, we hear Jesus’ response to a prevalent belief of his time: that 

misfortune and disability were the result of sin. That belief is why Jesus is 

asked the question of whose sin caused the man’s blindness—his own or his 

parents’. Jesus does not answer directly, but instead gives the question an 

entirely different dimension—through this man’s disability, God’s power 

will be made manifest. Jesus then heals the man. 

The healing is controversial because Jesus heals on the Sabbath. The 

Pharisees, the religious authorities of Jesus’ time, understood that the law of 

Moses forbade work (including healing) on the Sabbath. They also have 

trouble believing that Jesus performed a miracle. To determine whether the 

man was really born blind, the Pharisees question him and his parents. The 

man challenges the leaders of the synagogue about their assessment of the 

good that Jesus has done. In turn, they expel the man for questioning their 

judgment. 

The final revelation and moment of enlightenment comes when the man 

born blind encounters Jesus again. Having heard the news of his expulsion, 

Jesus seeks out the man born blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of 

Man. In this moment, the man born blind shows himself to be a man of faith 

and worships Jesus. Jesus replies by identifying the irony of the experience 

of many who encounter Jesus: Those who are blind will now see, and those 

who think they now see will be found to be blind. 

As in last week’s Gospel about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman, 

today’s reading has many allusions to Baptism. The washing of the man in 

the pool of Siloam is a prototype for Christian Baptism. Through the man’s  

 

encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his sight is restored, and 

his conversion to discipleship begins. The man born blind gradually comes 

to a greater understanding about who Jesus is and what it means to be his 

disciple, while the Pharisees (those who should see) are the ones who 

remain blind. 
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TROCAIRE & MOTHER’S DAY 
 A very happy Mother’s Day from all in Trócaire! Today we celebrate mothers 
and those in a mothering role who tirelessly work to create a positive 
environment in which their children can thrive. Ambiyo (36) has eight children, 
ranging in age from six months to fourteen years. After the birth of her 
youngest daughter in the family’s hut, Ambiyo received life-saving care from the 
Trócaire health clinic nearby. Without this medical help, she would not have 
survived. In Somalia and other countries around the world, Trócaire, together 
with our partners, provides maternal care for expectant and new mothers 
through antenatal clinics, medical care during labour and delivery, and nutrition 
programmes for children. Your support this Lent will provide healthcare to 
mothers and babies, and train new midwives in some of the most fragile 
countries in the world. www.trocaire. org 

 

A Prayer for Pope Francis on the 10
th

 Anniversary of his Petrine Ministry – 

19
th

 March 2023. 

O God, the Shepherd and Ruler of all Your faithful people, mercifully look 

upon Your servant Pope Francis, whom You have chosen as the chief 

Shepherd to preside over Your Church.  We beg You to help him edify, both 

by word and example, those over those over whom he has charged, that he 

may reach everlasting life together with the flock entrusted to him. 

Lord Jesus, shelter our Holy Father the Pope under the protection of Your 

Sacred Heart.  Be his light, his strength and his consolation.  

Our Lady of Divine Love, pray for him.  St Patrick, pray for him. St. Francis, 

pray for him.  St Peter and all the saints in heaven, pray for him. Amen.  

 
Daffodil Day 2023 Friday 24th March 

The Irish Cancer Society want Daffodil Day to 
be a reminder of the urgency to catch up on 
the detection of thousands of cancers 
remaining undiagnosed since the start of the 
pandemic.  

As well as donating at www.cancer.ie or volunteering to help fund raise 
this Daffodil Day, people can purchase items from the Daffodil Day online 

shop and take part in a Steps Challenge.   

Mungret Heritage Society invites you to a public lecture on the St 
Patrick’s Limerick Way “Walking in the Strange Lands”.  Guest 
speaker David Bracken, Limerick Diocesan Archivist. 
Venue: Limerick Christian Centre, Mungret College 
Date: Wednesday, March 22 at 8pm.  All welcome. 

 

Patrickswell Choir practice on Monday 20th March at 7pm.  
Beginners most welcome.  
Give Blood: Limerick Racecourse Patrickswell. Monday 
20th & Tuesday 21st March from 16:15pm - 19:30pm. 
Please call 1800 222 111 to book an appointment. 

 

LENTEN CONFESSIONS 
Patrickswell: Tuesday 21st from 7.30pm to 8.30pm during Adoration. 
Raheen: Friday 24th & 31st March from 7.30pm to 8.30pm during 
Adoration. 
Ballybrown: Monday 27th from 7.30pm to 8.30pm.  

PARISH WEEKLY MASSES 
Patrickswell: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday & Friday at 

9.30am (Unless there is a Funeral scheduled).  
Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am. Adoration: Saturdays 8 - 11.30am. 
Extra adoration in Patrickswell Church from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on   
Tuesdays 21st/28th of March. 

Ballybrown: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday& Friday at  

10.30am  (Unless there is a Funeral scheduled). 
Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am. 
Wednesday 22nd – Mass at 7pm.  

Churches open daily from 11 to 4.30pm. 

Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or 

with Maria for Patrickswell.  
Patrickswell: Saturdays at 2pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
Ballybrown: Saturdays at 3pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 

Baptisms: We welcome into our Christian Community 
the following who were recently baptised.  
Patrickswell – Ryan Laurence Considine.  
 

Offertory Collection Last Weekend - €1,376.00. 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454 Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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