
 

First Reading 

Exodus 17:3-7 

God tells Moses to bring forth water 

from the rock. 

Second Reading 

Romans 5:1-2,5-8 

Christ died for us while we were 

still sinners. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 94(95):1-2,6-9 

Sing joyfully in the presence of the 

Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 4:5-42 

Jesus reveals himself to the 

Samaritan woman at the well. 

(shorter form: John 4:5-15,19b-

26,39a,40-42) 

Backround on the Gospel Reading: 

On this Sunday and the next two Sundays, we break from reading the 

Gospel of Matthew to read from John’s Gospel. The Gospel of John is the 

only Gospel not assigned to a particular liturgical year. Instead, readings 

from John’s Gospel are interspersed throughout our three-year liturgical 

cycle. 

In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria 

is among the most lengthy and most theological found in Scripture. The 

most startling aspect of the conversation is that it happens at all. Jesus, an 

observant Jew of that time, was expected to avoid conversation with women 

in public. The animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans should have 

prevented the conversation as well. The woman herself alludes to the break 

from tradition: “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a 

drink?” Yet Jesus not only converses with the woman, he also asks to share 

her drinking vessel, an action that makes him unclean according to Jewish 

law. 

The initial conversation between Jesus and the woman is better understood 

if we consider the importance of water, especially in the climate of Israel. 

At first, the woman understands Jesus’ promise of “living water” in a literal 

sense: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” With no running water, the daily trip to the 

well by the women of the community was of paramount importance. The 

women of the town would have travelled to the well in the early morning, 

but this woman came to the well at noon, the hottest time of the day. The 

timing of her visit is a clear sign that she is an outcast within the Samaritan 

community. We learn in her conversation with Jesus that she is an outcast 

because of her “many husbands.” 
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PARISH NEWSLETTER 

11/12 MARCH 2023 
THIRD SUNDAY of LENT 

 Year A. 

PARISH WEEKLY MASSES 
Patrickswell: Monday/Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am. (Unless there is 

a Funeral scheduled). Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am.  
Thursday 16th – Mass at 6.30pm for St. Patricks Day (No morning mass) 
Friday 17th St. Patricks Day – Mass at 11.30am. 
Adoration: Saturdays 8 - 11.30am. 
Extra adoration in Patrickswell Church from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on   
Tuesdays 7th/14th/ 21st/28th of March. 

Ballybrown: Monday/Tuesday & Wednesday at 10.30am. (Unless there is 
a Funeral scheduled).  Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am. 
Thursday 16th – Mass at 8.00pm for St. Patricks Day (No morning mass) 
Friday 17th St Patricks Day – Mass at 10.00am. 

Churches open daily from 11 to 4.30pm. 

Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or 

with Maria for Patrickswell.  
Patrickswell: Saturdays at 2pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
Ballybrown: Saturdays at 3pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 



 
 
 
 
 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY  
On Friday next we celebrate St. Patrick's Day, the Patron 
Saint of Ireland.   St Patrick was brought as a slave to 
Antrim where he spent six years tending pigs. He tells us 
he prayed to God a hundred times a day and the same at 
night.   He escaped to France and was ordained a priest 
and later a bishop.  
He returned to Ireland and preached Gospel of Christ to 

the Irish people.   We remember to thank God for this precious gift on St. 
Patrick’s feast day.                                                (See Mass times  on front page) 

 
Lent – a time to rediscover the direction of life. 

‘Because in life’s journey, what really matters is not to lose sight of the goal.  
If what interests us as we travel, however, is looking at the scenery or 
stopping to eat, we will not get far.  We should ask ourselves: On the journey 
of life, do I seek the way forward? Or am I satisfied with living in the moment 
and thinking only of feeling good, solving some problems and having fun?  
What is the path?  Is it the search for health, which many today say comes 
first but which eventually passes?  Could it be possessions and wellbeing?  
But we are not in the world for this.  Return to me, says the Lord.  To me.  
The Lord is the goal of our journey in this world.  The direction must lead to 
him’.                                                                                                     Pope Francis. 

 

Trócaire 2023 Lenten Talks Online:   Trócaire’s series of Online Talks during 

Lent continue during March. Tuesday 14
th

: Marking 50 years of Trócaire - hear from 
voices past and present about the impact Trócaire has made around the globe 
The session is offered twice at either 2.30pm or 7.30pm and lasts for an hour. For 
more information contact Niamh at niamh.morris@trocaire.org To book your place 
go to this link.  https://forms.gle/GCDDkG3jp53PXsh66 
You will receive the Zoom link on the morning of Tuesday 14th. 
Tuesday 21

st -
 Reflecting on Somalia in light of Laudato Si’ – Pope Francis’ 

encyclical on Care for Our Common Home.  

 
Accord Recruitment Facilitators 2023.  
We would be delighted to hear from you if 
you’re interested in becoming an Accord 
Marriage Preparation facilitator.  
Contact marriagepreparation@accord.ie for 
information on recruitment and training. 

The Limerick Dementia Social Club 

Held on the first Wednesday of every month from 6.30pm to 9pm in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Community Centre, Rosbrien, Limerick. The club aims to 
provide a Dementia friendly space for persons with Dementia and their 
carers/family members. No referral is necessary, and people can attend on 
any club night as they wish. Club attendance is free to all. See Flyer in the 
Church. Please do not hesitate to contact me on 0879189833 for any 
queries. Alternatively email us at: limerickdementiasc@gmail.com. 

Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage: 

From Thursday 22nd – Tuesday 27th June 2023. Cost €780. This 

includes  

 Return flights 

•     5 nights in Vatican/Astoria Hotel, Lourdes – full board 

•     All coach transfers and trips per itinerary including Travel Insurance 

& Taxes 

To register your interest please contact Karen or James on 061-350000 

or Karen.kiely@limerickdiocese.org 

 

Lenten Talks:  Fr. Joe Hayes S.J. is giving a series of 
weekly Lenten talks to help us reflect on “How we can 
help celebrate and renew our Catholic Faith”.  On 
Tuesdays 14th/21st & 28th March to Tuesday 4th April from 
7.30pm to 9.00pm in the Holy Rosary Parish Hall, Ennis 
Road. All are welcome to attend! 

 
Digiknow Morning – Community Resource Centre Ballybrown 
Have questions about your phone or device?  Join us for a friendly drop in session 
where you can ask digital questions, while enjoying tea & biscuits! 
Ballybrown/Clarina Resource Centre Mondays 1pm-2.30pm March 13th, 20

th
, 

27
th

.  €40 for four weeks.   More info: Tel. 061 389 592 
Mobile iT, Main Street, Bruff. Supported by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development and Pobal through the Community Services Programme 

 

Recent Baptisms: We welcome into our Christian 
Community the following who were baptised in our 
parish.  
Patrickswell - Naoise Bourke, Ballyanrahan. 
Ballybrown – Aoife Houlihan, Clounanna, Tilly 
Byrnes, Newtown and Tadhg Marty Hayes, Tervoe. 

 
Offertory Collection Last Weekend - €1658.50. 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454 Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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