
 

First Reading. 

 Isaiah 58:7-10 

In the work of justice, light shall 

break through darkness. 
 

Second Reading.  

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Paul shows that he came to Corinth 

preaching Christ crucified. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 112:4-9 

The just person will be a light in the 

darkness. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus teaches that his disciples are 

to be the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Following upon the teaching of the Beatitudes, Jesus uses the now familiar 

metaphors of salt and light to describe the life of discipleship. We take salt 

and light for granted in our society, but these commodities were more 

precious in ancient cultures. Just as now, salt was used in Jesus’ time for 

flavoring, as a preservative, and as a healing agent. Similarly, the 

widespread use of electricity in the modern world makes us less aware of 

the value and importance of light in our lives. 

Still, our familiarity with this passage from Matthew’s Gospel speaks well 

to the abiding power of the imagery that Jesus presented. Jesus’ call to be 

salt for the earth and light for the world powerfully states our mission as 

Church and as Christians. Our commitment to social justice flows from the 

exhortation that Jesus gives us in today’s Gospel. Some of the activities that 

this commitment leads us to are given more concrete expression as the 

Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. When we feed the hungry, clothe 

the naked, console those who mourn, and so on, we show ourselves to be 

the salt of the earth and the light of the world. When we do these things 

with the community of faith, the Church, we are indeed acting as “a city set 

on a mountain” that cannot be hidden! 

 
Offertory Collection Last Weekend including Limerick Social 

Services Collection €1602.70. 
January Diocesan Needs Collection €654.00.  

Thank you.  
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https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/the-beatitudes
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/corporal-and-spiritual-works-of-mercy


 

 
 
 
 
 

The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Our Lady of Lourdes Feast is celebrated on 11 Feb. In 1858 Our 

Lady appeared for the first time to Bernadette Soubirous a poor girl. 
Many come to the Sacred Shrine each year from all over the world 
seeking healing and spiritual grace. We are all aware of people who 

are ill and we remember them especially on this feast day. 

 

Upcoming CPR Course: Patrickswell Community Council is 

running a CPR Course In the next few weeks, date to be decided.  We are 

looking for names from the Community for anyone who wants to be trained up 

or re-certified.  Please contact PJ O' Grady on 087 2260836 or Teresa in the 

Resource Centre to put your name on the list.  This course will be free.  

  

Theology on Tap. As colleges are back, we are continuing our Theology on Tap 
event for the Spring semester. 
Join the Diocesan Vocations Office Tuesday, 7 February in Bobby Byrnes for a 
Vocations panel. The evening begins at 7:30pm with meet and greet, followed by 
presentations on priesthood, religious life and marriage. Come get answers to 
your questions about the different vocations.  

 

Youth 2000 St. Valentine’s Fundraising Ball – Saturday 

11th February – Galway Bay Hotel, Salthill, Galway. 

This promises to be a fantastic and exciting evening with 
great food, excellent company, a brilliant band and DJ, 

wonderful music and loads of fun!  There will be excellent prizes for the raffle and 
a really enjoyable evening is promised.  This event is strictly for 18 years of age 
and over, ID will be checked.   
4PM: The evening will commence with Mass in St. Mary’s Church, Claddagh, 
Galway Eircode H91 CD36.  Followed by the fundraising ball in the Galway Bay 
Hotel, Salthill, Galway H91 W295. Doors 6PM, Dinner served 7PM. Tickets €65. 
For more info, email office@youth2000.ie  
Galway Bay Hotel https://www.galwaybayhotel.net/   

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MEETING 
Parents of 1st Holy Communion Classes are invited to 
a meeting for Patrickswell School on Tuesday 7th at 
7pm in Patrickswell Church and for Ballybrown School 
on Thursday 9th at 7pm in Ballybrown Church.   

 
World Youth Day – August 1st to 6th in Lisbon, Portugal. 
Since 1986, World Youth Day (WYD) is a gathering of young 

Catholics from all over the world with the Pope. Anyone 
interested and over 18 years of age are invited to 
contact the Parish Office with your name and contact 
details. It would be good to have representatives from 
the Parish. 

2023 Devine Mercy National Conference - Saturday 18th February, 
RDS Dublin.  Bus Leaves:  Temple Gate (Ennis) 07.00am, Finnegan’s- 
Castletroy (Limerick) 07.40am, Kickham Street (Nenagh) 08.10am. 
 Itinerary:   Morning Prayer 10am, International Divine Mercy & 
Catholic Speakers, Holy Mass after lunch, Devotional Stalls, Catering 
facilities, Eucharistic Adoration, Great Networking & Faith Forming 
Opportunity. Bus Returns: 08.00pm. Cost: €80 for bus & day ticket 
[Not for profit-cost price only] includes €40 deposit to secure seat.  
Contact: Séamus: 087-2752578. 

 

PARISH WEEKLY MASSES 
Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am (unless there is a Funeral scheduled). 

Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am. Adoration: Saturdays 8 - 11.30am. 

Church open daily from 11 to 4.30pm. 

Ballybrown: Weekdays at 10.30am (unless there is a Funeral scheduled).  

Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am.  
Church open daily from 11 to 4.30pm. 

 
Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or 

with Maria for Patrickswell.  
Please note change to Baptismal times from March 1st. 
Patrickswell: Saturdays at 2pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
Ballybrown: Saturdays at 3pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 

 
HAVE A GOOD ST. BRIGID’S WEEKEND 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454 Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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