
 

First Reading. 

 Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 

There will be a people who remain 

sheltered from God’s anger. 

Second Reading. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

God chooses the weak to show his 

power. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 146:6-10 

The Lord is faithful forever. 

Gospel Reading:  

Matthew 5:1-12a 

Jesus teaches what it means to be 

happy. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today’s reading is the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 

which is found in Matthew’s Gospel. The form of the Beatitudes 

found here is not unique to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in the Old 

Testament, in the psalms, and in wisdom literature, for example. They 

are a way to teach about who will find favor with God. 

We quickly note in this reading that the people whom Jesus calls 

“blessed” and “happy” are not people we think of as blessed or happy 

. . . the poor in spirit, the meek, the persecuted. This Gospel is one of 

reversals. Jesus’ blueprint for happiness reflects little of what the 

world might call happiness. 

“Blessed” is sometimes translated as happy, fortunate, or favored. In 

other words, Jesus is saying that divine favor is upon those who are 

poor, those who mourn, those who are persecuted. This news might 

have been welcome—and surprising—to the crowds who heard Jesus 

that day. 

The Beatitudes can be understood as a framework for Christian living. 

Our vocation as Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather to 

be first in the eyes of God. By referring to the good things that the 

faithful will experience, Matthew reminds us that those who act in the 

manner described in the Beatitudes will find their reward with God. 
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A PRAYER TO ST. BRIGID  
St. Brigid of Ireland help us we pray, To be kind 
and loving in our work and our play. You always 
lent a helping hand to those who came your 

way, help us now to understand how we should 
live each day. Amen 

 

Synodal Pathway – Saturday, January 28th 

in Rathkeale House 
From 10am – 1pm.  You are invited to this meeting which 
will update you on how the “Synodal Pathway” is 
progressing.  This also offers people the possibility of 
meeting up to hear and discuss the journey to date. If you are 
interested please contact Pauline in the Parish Office 
before 3pm on Monday 23rd. 
 

Upcoming CPR Course: Patrickswell Community Council are 

running a CPR Course In the next few weeks, date to be decided.  We are 

looking for names from the Community for anyone who wants to be trained up 

or re-certified.  Please contact PJ O' Grady on 087 2260836 or Teresa in the 

Resource Centre to put your name on the list. This course will be free to all.  

  

 Totus Tuus Eucharistic Conference 2023 

Live and Exclusive on Radio Maria Ireland. Saturday 4th February from 2pm.  
Featuring Fr. Patrick Lagan, Derry Diocese; Fr. Patrick Cahill OJSS; Maura Murphy 
(Holy Family Mission); Fr. Columba Mary Toman OP.  Listen via Saorview channel 
210 / Download Radio Maria Ireland Mobile App / www.radiomaria.ie  / or Via 
Telephone, Dial 01 4373277. 

 

 Offertory Collection Last Weekend: €1540. 
 

World Day of Consecretated Life 
Thursday 2

nd
 February is the Feast of the 

Presentation which occurs forty days after the 

birth of Jesus and is also known as Candlemas 

Day.  In 1997 World Day of Consecrated 

Life was instituted on this day by Pope Saint 

John Paul II.  On this day, we give thanks for the gift of Consecrated Life to 

the Church and to the world and we pray that the light of faith will guide us 

at this time. There are many sisters and brothers in Consecrated Life who 

serve in our Diocese and their prayers and apostolic works are highly 

valued, and they bring many blessings to our parishes and communities. 

 

Thursday 2nd February - Candles for use in the home & church should be 

left on the front seats of the church & will be blessed at mass that morning. 

Faith in the Church has traditionally been regarded as a light. At baptism a 

lighted candle represents the faith story the newly baptised child has 

become part of. We use them in our liturgies down through the ages. 

 

FEAST OF ST. BLAISE Friday 3rdFebruary. It is a day 

traditionally associated with the Blessing of Throats as we 
celebrate the life and ministry of St. Blaise who tradition 
tells us, saved the life of a boy from choking. Blessing of 
Throats will take place after Mass on Friday 3rd Feb.  

 
PARISH WEEKLY MASSES  

Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am (unless there is a Funeral scheduled). 

Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am. Adoration:Saturdays 8  11.30am. 

Church open daily from 11 to 4pm. 

Ballybrown: Weekdays at 10.30am (unless there is a Funeral scheduled).  

Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am.  
Church open daily from 11 to 4pm. 

Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or 

with Maria for Patrickswell.  
Please note change to Baptismal times from March 1st 2023 
Patrickswell: Saturdays at 2pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
Ballybrown: Saturdays at 3pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454 Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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