
 

First Reading. 

 Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

The people in darkness have seen a 

great light. 
 

Second Reading. 1Corinthians1:10-13,17 

Paul urges the community at 

Corinth to be united as people 

baptized in Christ’s name. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 27:1,4,13-14 

The Lord is our refuge, our light, 

our salvation. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus begins to preach in Galilee 

and calls his first disciples. (shorter 

form Matthew 4:12-17) 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. In the 

Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke (called the Synoptic Gospels), Jesus’ 

public ministry begins after his baptism by John the Baptist and after his 

retreat to the desert where he was tempted by the devil. When Jesus returns 

from the desert, he hears that John has been arrested. 

The first part of today’s Gospel places Jesus’ ministry in the context of the 

writings of the prophet, Isaiah. Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the 

fulfillment of the prophecies given to the people of Israel, and he refers to 

Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin his ministry in 

Galilee, the land of the Gentiles. When Jesus begins to preach in Galilee, 

Matthew points to his ministry as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, proof 

that Jesus is the Messiah. 

When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us that the fishermen 

(Peter and Andrew, James and John) dropped everything to follow Jesus 

immediately. Yet this Gospel tells us little about the prior experience that 

the fishermen had of Jesus. Did they know him? Had they heard him 

preach? What kind of person must Jesus have been to invoke such a 

response? We can imagine that Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit a 

response as immediate and complete as these first disciples gave. 

The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry that Jesus begins in 

Galilee. Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of God with his work. He teaches in 

the synagogue and preaches the kingdom. His ability to cure people’s 

diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In Jesus’ ministry, we already 

begin to see the Kingdom of God among us. 
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 “Do this in Memory Programme 2022/2023”. 
We welcome the children who are preparing for their First Holy 

Communion to our Masses in Ballybrown/Patrickswell Churches 
this weekend.  

 

Thought for the Day 
I was regretting the past and fearing the future.  Suddenly my Lord was speaking: 

“My name is I am” He paused. I waited. He continued. 
“When you live in the past with its mistakes and regrets it is hard.  I am, not there 

My name is not, I was. 
When you live in the future with its problems and fears it is hard.  I am, not there. 
My name is not, I will be.   When you live in this moment it is not hard.  I am here. 

My name is, I am”. 
Helen Mallicoat. 

 
Annual Diocesan Collection for the Limerick Social Service Centre 

will take place this weekend, 21st and 22nd January 
We again request your generous help with our Annual Collection in support of the 
Limerick Social Service Centre. Some of our services include Counselling and 
Psychotherapy service, Early Years’ Service and Services for older people. 
We would like to thank you for your on-going interest and generous support, this 
enables us to continue to respond in creative ways to emerging needs.  
Parishioners may donate this weekend or next weekend. 

 

Patrickswell / Raheen Blood transfusion Clinic – 

Limerick Racecourse, Patrickswell 
Monday 23/01/2023 from 4.15pm to 7.30pm &  Tuesday 
24th January from 4.15pm to 7.30pm. For Appointments: 
Please ring 1800 222 111 to book. 

 

Offertory Collection Last Weekend: €1502.00 
Crib Collection for Sr. Bride Counihan: €1360. 
Thank You for your very generous donations. 

Synodal Pathway – Saturday, January 28th in Rathkeale House 
From 10am – 1pm.  You are invited to this meeting which will update 
you on how the “Synodal Pathway” is progressing.  This also offers 
people the opportunity of meeting up to hear and discuss the journey 
todate. If you are interested and available, please contact Pauline in 
the Parish Office before 3pm on Monday 23rd. 

 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK: Catholic Schools Week 2023 begins on Sunday, 
22 January, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, and the theme is ‘Catholic 
Schools: Walking Together in Faith and Love’. The theme of walking 
together is especially important this year as the Church engages in a 
process of synodality. This term, which goes back to the early Church, 
means ‘journeying together’. Faith, Love and Service are at the heart of the 
Catholic vision for education. God calls us to a leadership of loving service. 
May our work as servants and leaders in our school system demonstrate 
the spirit of loving service which Jesus showed. 
 

PARISH WEEKLY MASSES  

Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am (unless there is a Funeral scheduled). 

Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am 
Adoration:Saturdays 8.00am – 11.30am. 
Church open daily from 11 to 4pm. 

Ballybrown: Weekdays at 10.30am. Tuesday – Morning Liturgy. 

(unless there is a Funeral scheduled).Saturday at 8pm & Sunday at 10am. 
 Church open daily from 11 to 4pm. 

Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or 

with Maria for Patrickswell.  
Please note change of Baptismal times from March 1st. 
Patrickswell: Saturdays at 2pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 
Ballybrown: Saturdays at 3pm and Sundays at 12.30pm. 

 

Baptisms: We welcome into our Christian Community the 

following who were baptised recently in Ballybrown – 
Gerrard Coughlan-Zhukovsky, Tess Sheila Callanan,  
Arthur O  Flynn and James Kennedy. 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454 Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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