
 

First Reading 

Isaiah 49:3,5-6 

God’s servant, Israel, will be made a 

light to the nations. 

Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

Paul greets the Church in Corinth. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 40:2,4,7-10 

God desires obedience. 

Gospel Reading:  

John 1:29-34 

John testifies that Jesus is the Lamb 

of God, God’s own Son. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

This Sunday we break from our reading of Matthew’s Gospel (the primary 

Gospel for our current liturgical cycle, Cycle A) to read from John’s 

Gospel. We heard Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism last Sunday, on the 

feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Today, we hear John the Baptist’s 

testimony about Jesus as found in John’s Gospel. John’s Gospel differs 

from the other Gospels because John does not describe Jesus’ baptism by 

John the Baptist. Instead, John the Baptist announces that he knows that 

Jesus is the Son of God. 

In today’s reading, John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching and cries out, 

giving witness about who Jesus is. In John’s testimony he says that he saw 

the Spirit descend upon Jesus. By this sign, John the Baptist knew that Jesus 

was the one who is to come after him. 

John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that are familiar to us. John calls 

Jesus the “Lamb of God” and the “Son of God.” By using these titles, John 

the Baptist identifies Jesus’ ultimate purpose: to redeem sinful humanity. 

John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus clearly distinguishes John’s 

baptism from the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes with 

water; Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John also puts his practice of 

baptism in the context of Jesus’ ministry. The purpose of John’s baptism 

was to make Jesus known to Israel. 

John the Baptist’s sense of purpose is clearly identified in this reading: he 

baptized in order to prepare for and make known the ministry of the One 

who was to follow. John’s witness is an excellent example of what it means 

to be a disciple. By our Baptism, we are called to make Jesus known to all 

the world by our words and by the witness of our lives. 
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PRAYER  
You made us, God, in your own image, 

and then became one of us, proud of those you have made. 
Make us proud of being part of that worldwide family, 

and eager to discover and celebrate your image in every person, 
 every culture, every nation that we are privileged to encounter. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2023  
Be-Longing: Praying for Unity amidst Injustice (January 18 – 25).   

This year we mark the 30th Anniversary of Stephen Lawrence’s murder and 
this will be a major focus for many who work for a society that is free from 
racism. As long as racism exists, we live in a divided society and a divided 
world, so during this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we reflect upon 
how these divisions impact our shared life as we pray together for the 
unity for which Christ prayed. But we also acknowledge how much 
churches have contributed to division and prejudice within our institutions 
and also society. As long as there is racism there will be no Christian unity! 

 

2023 Envelope Boxes If you have not received a box and would like to 
participate in the Envelope System for 2023, contact the Parish Office by 
phone or email.   

Patrickswell National School 
 If you are living in Patrickswell or the surrounding areas and are interested in 
sending your child to your local school, please contact Karen in the school 
office at info@patrickswellns.com or  (061) 355057 to receive an enrolment 
form.   The initial closing date for applications is 16th January 2023.  Thank you 
for your support. David Bulfin, Principal. 

 

“Do this in Memory Programme 2022/2023”. 
We welcome the children who are preparing for their First Holy 

Communion to our Masses in Ballybrown/Patrickswell Churches 
Next weekend.  

Farewell Fr Michael Irwin SSC r.i.p. (1936-2022) 
Many parishioners in Patrickswell and Ballybrown well remember Fr. Michael 
Irwin, our curate for a brief period in the 2000s, and were saddened to learn 

of his recent death in the week before this Christmas just gone. 
May he rest in peace. 

We welcomed Fr. Irwin as curate to our Parish of Patrickswell-Ballybrown in 
September 2004 when he took over from Fr. Brendan Murphy who was 

appointed Parish Priest of Feenagh-Kilmeedy after serving for fourteen years in 
Ballybrown. Fr. Irwin’s time amongst us was only two years before he was 

called in September 2006 to move back along the road to the Parish of 
Kilcornan. On his retirement in 2016 he continued to help out around the 

Diocese and made several visits to our parish during that time to celebrate 
Mass and renew old acquaintances. Fr. Irwin was a quiet, unassuming and 
very religious man, remembered with great affection by all who knew him. 

We extend our sincere condolences on his recent death to his large extended 
family and to his many confreres in the Columban Fathers. He will be sadly 

missed too by Bishop Brendan Leahy and the priests and religious of the 
Diocese of Limerick as well as the parishioners of the many parishes in which 

he ministered. 
The Month’s Mind Mass for Fr. Irwin will be celebrated on 20th January at 

7.00pm in Church of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, Ballingarry, Co. 
Limerick eircode V94 KV26 

Ar dheis De go raibh anam uasal. 

 
PARISH WEEKLY MASSES  

Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am. (unless there is a Funeral scheduled). 

Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am 
Adoration: Saturdays 8.00am – 11.30am. Church open daily from 11 to 4pm. 

Ballybrown: Weekdays at 10.30am (unless there is a Funeral scheduled).  

Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am.Church open daily from 11 to 4pm. 

 
Baptisms may be booked monthly in advance with the Parish Office or with 
Maria for Patrickswell.  

 
“God, grant us this year a wider view, so we see 

others’ faults through the eyes of You” 
 

Offertory Collection Last Weekend: €1632.00 
Thank you. 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454.      Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   

Parish email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Parish Website www.pwbbparish   
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Parish email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 

Parish Website www.pwbbparish  Parish Office Tel:  061 353454 
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