
 

Background on the Gospel Reading. 
In this week's Gospel Reading and next week's, our Advent preparation for 

Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and his relationship to Jesus. In 

this week's Gospel, Matthew describes the work and preaching of John the Baptist. 

 

John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets of Israel, preaching 

repentance and reform to the people of Israel. In fact, the description of John found 

in this reading is reminiscent of the description of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). 

In this reading, John directs a particularly pointed call to repentance to the 

Pharisees and Sadducees, parties within the Jewish community of the first century. 

 

John marks the conversion of those who seek him out with a baptism of 

repentance. Other groups in this period are thought to have practiced ritual 

washings for similar purposes, and John's baptism may have been related to the 

practices of the Essenes, a Jewish sect of the first century. John's baptism can be 

understood as an anticipation of Christian baptism. In this passage, John himself 

alludes to the difference between his baptism and the one yet to come: “I am 

baptizing you with water, for repentance…  He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11). 

 

 PARISH WEEKLY MASSES  

Patrickswell: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday & Friday at 9.30am.  

Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am 
Feast of Immaculate Conception: Thursday 8th December:  

Mass at 11.30am and 6.30pm. 

Ballybrown: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday & Friday at 10.30am.    

Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am. 
Feast of Immaculate Conception - Thursday 8th December:  

Mass at 10.00am and 8pm. 
 

Patrickswell Adoration: Saturday 8.00am – 11.30am. Additional 

Adoration in preparation for Christmas - Tuesdays 6th, 13th and 20th from 

7.30pm -9.30pm. Also on Thursday 8th. there will be adoration following 

on immediately from 6.30 pm Mass that evening until 9.30pm. 

Churches open daily from 11.00am to 4.00pm. Note earlier closing time. 
Baptisms may be booked one month in advance with the Parish Office. For 

Patrickswell Church you may also book with the sacristan Maria. 
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The Pope’s Monthly Intention for December 
For volunteer not-for-profit Organisations.  

We pray that volunteer non-profit organisations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek 

out new paths to international cooperation. 

 

The Prayer of Advent: 
Come, Lord Jesus The traditional prayer of Advent 
‘Come, Lord Jesus’ brings us straight to the heart of 
what this season is about. The word ‘Advent’ stems from 
the Latin ‘Adventus’, meaning ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. It 

speaks to our yearning for the presence of Jesus in our lives and to a deep down 
recognition for the need of this presence above all things. 

 

Launch of the Ballybrown Parish Journal 
The 22nd edition of the Ballybrown Parish Journal will be launched at the Ballybrown GAA 
Clubhouse on Tuesday December 6th at 9pm. All are welcome and refreshments will be 
served. This year’s Journal will be launched by our fellow parishioner Hurler of the year 

2022, 3 time All Star Award winner and 4 time All Ireland Senior Hurling medal 
winner Diarmaid Byrnes.  
The Journal will be on sale on the night of the 6th and afterwards at Hayes' shop in 
Tervoe and Centra Store in Clarina. 

 

Pop Up Shop – Patrickswell: There will be a Pop Up Shop open in John 

Leddin's premises in Main Street, Patrickswell on Friday 9th & Saturday 

10th Dec., from 11am - 6pm each day. Donations of home baking, bric-a-

brac, books, unwanted gifts and small furniture items are very welcome.  

(No clothes or electrical items please!). Enquiries to Patrickswell Community 

Resource Centre on 061/320303. 

 

Patrickswell Burial Ground – Meeting Wednesday 7
th

 December at 8pm 

in the church Patrickswell. 

 

“Do this in Memory Programme 2022/2023”. 
We welcome the children who are preparing for their First Holy 

Communion to our Masses in Ballybrown/Patrickswell Churches 
Next weekend.  

Feast of Saint Nicholas - Tuesday 6
th

 (Patron of children, sailors and the 

helpless). 

Bambinelli Sunday – 10/11 December. This beautiful Advent tradition was 
instituted by Pope St John Paul II early on in his papacy. The tradition follows 
that on the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) children of Rome would 
bring their Baby Jesus figures to St Peter’s Square where the Pope would 
bless them.  We are inviting families to bring their Baby Jesus figure from 
their homes to any of our Masses next weekend and during the Mass 
you will be invited to hold up the figurine to be blessed. 
 

Sister Olga and Sister Veronika will be visiting our Parish 

Churches on the 8/9th December. They will have a selection 

of Icons for sale, made by them in their Convent in Belarus.  

These will be available to buy at the evening masses on the 

8th and morning masses on the 9th.  Your support will be 

greatly appreciated.  

Beginning Anew, a series of Advent talks at Glenstal Abbey, starts on 
Sunday 27th November and continues on each Sunday leading to 
Christmas. The talks take place at 4.30pm in the Abbey Library and are 
followed by refreshments and sung evening prayer. Suggested donation 
€20. The talks are also live streamed and available as recordings.  
 

Our Light Up a Memory Ceremony takes place 

on Sunday, 4th December @ 4pm at Our Lady 

 Help of Christians Church, Milford Castletroy.   
You can still sponsor a light on our tree 

at milfordcarecentre.ie/light-up-a-memory/  Alternatively 

email: fundraising@milfordcarecentre.ie telephone the Fundraising Team 

at: 061 485859/485860 

On behalf of our patients and their families, thank you so very much for 

your kind support and continued donations.   

 
SANTA IS VISITING - NEWTOWN HEDGE SCHOOL 

Santa and his happy helper Elves will arrive at the Newtown 
Hedge School on Saturday 10th December at 2pm until 4pm.  
Have the children their Christmas letters written? Bring your letters 
and give to Santa directly on Saturday. 

We welcome into our Christian Community Caitlyn Murphy, Patrickswell 
and Clodagh Norma Kelly, Lurriga who were recently baptised. 
   

Offertory Collection Last weekend: €1294.00 
November Diocesan Needs Collection: €496.00  
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