
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

Isaiah describes his vision in which 

all nations are gathered together by 

God in peace. 

Second Reading 

Romans 13:11-14 

Be prepared, salvation is near. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 122:1-2,3-4,4-5,6-7,8-9 

Rejoicing, let us enter the house of 

the Lord. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:37-44 

Jesus tells his disciples that the 

coming of the Son of Man will catch 

many people unprepared. Jesus tells 

his disciples that they are to always 

be ready for the day of the Lord. 

Background on the Gospel Reading. 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of a new 

liturgical year for the Church. The Advent season includes the four Sundays that 

precede Christmas. It is a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord. In this 

season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord in 

glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus. Key themes of the 

Advent season are watchful waiting, preparation, and justice. 

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Matthew will be the primary Gospel 

proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle A). In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the 

need for wakefulness, for watchful waiting, for the coming of the Son of Man. 

Matthew's Gospel is dated by most scholars after 70 A.D. Most believe that 

Matthew wrote for a primarily Jewish community, but one that was no longer 

centered on the Temple in Jerusalem. These were Jewish Christians trying to come 

to terms with their relationship to Judaism in a new situation: Judaism after the 

destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. There may have been Christians who 

believed that the events of the world around them gave evidence of the imminent 

return of the Lord in glory. 

The passage from Matthew we read today is rather straightforward. No one knows 

the precise time of the coming of the Lord in glory, so watchful waiting and 

vigilance are required. The passage speaks to the uselessness of looking for signs; 

there will be none. As a thief sneaks in during the night, so will the Lord's coming 

in glory be. 

The question for us as members of the Christian community, then, is how do we 

prepare for this? Today's passage speaks more about the manner of waiting, rather 

than the details of the preparation. Jesus compares the vigilance required of 

Christians to the vigilance of a homeowner who knows the plans of the thief. If one 

knows that the thief's action is imminent, one remains watchful. As Christians, we 

know that our Lord is coming even if we cannot know the precise timing. Jesus 

calls us to be watchful and vigilant, like the homeowner. If we become lax in our 

Christian living, we may be caught unprepared. 
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THE SEASON OF ADVENT  
Advent’ means coming, and in fact we prepare for three 
comings: • The coming of Jesus, Emmanuel; God made 
man, born weak and vulnerable in Bethlehem: the First 

Coming. • The coming in glory of Jesus at the End of 
Time: the Second Coming. • The coming of Jesus into 

our own hearts – where, with Mary, we welcome him and say YES to him. 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Loving God, we seek you in both, light & darkness, the silence & the sounds, the 
fullness & the emptiness of this Advent season. Fill our hearts with hope for your 

coming, love for those who are most in need, and faith in your promises. 
 May this time of preparation help us celebrate the birth of your Son with deep 

gratitude & abundant joy. Amen. 

 

Patrickswell National School is now accepting 
enrolments for the Junior Infant class starting in 

September 2023. 
If you are living in Patrickswell or the surrounding areas 

and are interested in sending your child to your local school, please contact 
Karen in the school office at info@patrickswellns.com or  (061) 355057 to 
receive an enrolment form.   The initial closing date for applications is 16th 
January 2023.  Thank you for your support. David Bulfin, Principal. 

 
The Ballybrown Senior Citizens Christmas Party committee have 
decided not to hold our annual party this year.  
We would like to invite all our guests to a mass on Sunday 4th of December in 
Ballybrown church at 10am. This will be for the intentions of all our Senior 
citizens for this Christmas time. All are welcome. 

 

Patrickswell Community Council will hold a Christmas 45 Drive Card 
Night in Patrickswell Resource Centre on Friday December 2nd beginning at 
8.30pm. We do hope to see the return of all our card players and we would 
welcome your support. Entrance is €5 per person, with food & refreshments on the 
night. For any further information call Patrickswell Resource Centre on 320303. 

Patrickswell Tidy Town calendars for sale at Masses this 
weekend. 

Croom Christmas Market with Art/Crafts/Ceramics /Cakes & Bakes and 

Gifts.  Will be held in the Croom Sports Hall, on Sunday 27th November from 

12nonn to 4pm. Admission €1.  Children are Free. All welcome. 

Launch of the Ballybrown Parish Journal 
The 22nd edition of the Ballybrown Parish Journal will be launched at the Ballybrown GAA 
Clubhouse on Tuesday December 6th at 9pm. All are welcome and refreshments will be 
served. This year’s Journal will be launched by our fellow parishioner Hurler of the year 

2022, 3 time All Star Award winner and 4 time All Ireland Senior Hurling medal 
winner Diarmaid Byrnes.  
The Journal will be on sale on the night and afterwards at Hayes' shop in Tervoe 
and Centra Store in Clarina. 
We wish to thank all our advertisers for their continued financial support each year. 
Also the Hayes Family in Tervoe and Brian O'Sullivan in Clarina for their continued 
assistance with the sales of  the Journal and to Jim O'Farrell for his beautiful 
watercolour on the cover of the Journal which makes it a collector’s item. 

Patrickswell Church Choir: A warm welcome is extended 
to all to join together in song. We will be singing at the 
vigil mass on Christmas Eve. Practice begins: 
When: Monday 28th of November 2022 at 7pm. 
Where: Patrickswell Church.  Practice will be held every 
Monday evening from the 28th of November to the 19th 
of December inclusive. Come join us! 

 PARISH WEEKLY MASSES  

Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am.  Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 11.30am 
Adoration: Saturday 8.00am – 11.30am. 

Extra Adoration: Tuesday 29th November from,  7.30pm to 9.30pm. 

Ballybrown: Weekdays at 10.30am.  Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am. 
Churches open daily from 11.00am to 4.00pm. Note earlier closing time.  
Baptisms may be booked one month in advance with the Parish Office. 
For Patrickswell Church you may also book with the sacristan Maria. 

 

Next Friday 2nd Dec is the First Friday of the month. Sick and 

housebound parishioners will receive the Sacraments at home. If you know 

of any sick or housebound parishioners who would like to receive the 

Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

Offertory Collection for last weekend: €1391.70 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mike Cussen Tel. 061 353711 Mobile 087 1279015 
Parish Office: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tel: 061 353454  Email pwbbparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website www.pwbbparish.com   
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