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PRAYER  
Open our hearts to Your grace, that we may be more faithful in following 
your way. Bless all families in our parish, especially those experiencing 

difficulties. Bless the old, young, lonely, the poor & sick. May your love be 
upon us O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. Amen  

Reek Pilgrimage on Croagh Patrick: The annual Reek Sunday Pilgrimage on 
Croagh Patrick, will be going ahead this year albeit in a much extended format 
from Wednesdays through Saturdays, 1 - 31 July.  The Masses (Wednesdays - 
Saturdays) will be limited to the numbers permitted for outdoor gatherings, 
which currently apply to 100 people up to 4 July and 200 people from 5 July.    
Further details including how to fulfil the spiritual requirements of the pilgrimage 
are available on  www.westportparish.ie<http://www.westportparish.ie> 

FIRST COMMUNION CEREMONIES 
LETTER FROM BRENDAN LEAHY, BISHOP OF LIMERICK  

Dear Parents and Children, Principals, Teachers and Priests, 
I write to you with great regret to say that, following public health advice 

directly to the Catholic Church from the Taoiseach’s Department this afternoon 
and last week’s recommendation from the HSE, it is necessary to heed this advice 
and defer First Holy Communion and Confirmation ceremonies until further 
notice. 

Due to the uncertainty at the moment regarding the impact of the Delta 
variant, we have been strongly advised that no ceremonies should be rescheduled 
until we receive further public health advice. 

I deeply regret that we are in this position again of having to defer these 
special celebrations that you were all so committed to and so much looking 
forward to. While your preparations still stand, I appreciate this is a huge 
disappointment to all concerned and I would dearly wish if circumstances were 
different. It is not something we anticipated a number of weeks back when we 
were requested to defer until the anticipated post July 5th  lifting of restrictions. 

But given that the Taoiseach’s request, based on public health advice, has 
come so quickly following last week’s recommendation from the HSE in the Mid-
West, it is clear that there is really no choice but to take this on board. 

I also regret the timing and that families have only a matter of days to 
react ahead of the first scheduled ceremonies next week. While this is very 
difficult for people to take, none of us can ignore warnings given about the 

substantial threat from the Delta variant and subsequent advice from the 
Taoiseach’s Department relating to this. 

If anything, this latest COVID-19 set-back is reminding us all again of our 
vulnerability. COVID has, indeed, reminded us of many things but, above all, our 
need to do whatever we can to protect the vulnerable in society. So, it is with a 

heavy heart that I ask you to accede to the Government’s strong advice to defer. 

Attendance at Funerals:  50 mourners permitted at service. 
Weddings: 50 guests permitted at service (civil or religious).  
Baptisms: Continue to be booked maximum 6 persons allowed in Church. 
 

PARISH WEEKLY MASSES 
Patrickswell: Weekdays at 9.30am. 
Saturday at 6.30pm & Sunday at 11.30am. 
Adoration: Saturdays 8.30am – 11.30am. 
Ballybrown:    Weekdays at 10.30am unless there is a funeral scheduled. 
Saturday at 8.00pm & Sunday at 10.00am. 
Churches open for quiet prayer from 11am to 5.30pm. 

Fr Éamonn Fitzgibbon will be celebrating mass at 2.15pm in Thurles on Sunday 
4th July on RTE Player - Channel 521.  
 

SCHOOL IS OUT! 
Our Schools have come to the end of another school year. It’s an 

opportunity to say thanks to our Principals, Teachers, SNA’s, 
School Staff, Chairpersons of Boards of Management and Members 
of Boards for the giving of their time and generosity in supporting 

the work schools do on our behalf. We wish all a very pleasant 
break from routine! 

 

Congratulations to:  Dillon McEvoy and Donna O’Reilly 

who were married recently in St. Joseph’s church, 

Ballybrown. 

 
We would like to welcome into our Christian 
Community: Hannah Kate Hartigan, Ballybrown. 

 

Offertory Collection Week Ending 27 June - €1015 

June Diocesan Needs Collection - €300.50 

 

The next Newsletter will be September 5
th

 2021. 

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable summer.  
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